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Odell’s Plan Completed
and Submitted
Watercolour by Tricia Hudson

Odell Neighbourhood Plan Submitted to Bedford Borough Council
Odell’s Neighbourhood Plan has now completed its Regulation 14 consultation stage and Parish
Councillors have approved the next stage, its formal submission to Bedford Borough Council.
Alongside the Plan itself, the submission includes a Consultation Statement and a Basic Conditions
Statement. The Consultation Statement summarises all of the responses received during the formal
consultation stage and the changes that were made to the Plan in response. There were seven
submissions, mostly from village residents, with constructive suggestions for changes to improve the
Plan. A further seven submissions, from the statutory bodies we had to consult and from
neighbouring parishes, contained no specific suggestions. The Basic Conditions Statement is a
technical document, prepared for us by our planning consultant, that shows how we have followed
all of the relevant regulations for the production of a Plan, and in the lengthy process of
consultations and completion of that Plan. These three documents, as submitted to the Borough
Council, are available to download from the website – www.odellvillage.co.uk/plan-submitted.

Outcome of the Regulation 14 Consultation

Each of the seven submissions with specific suggestions were carefully considered by the Working
Group and their recommendations were approved by the Parish Council. Where we were able to
include those suggested changes, without contradicting the underlying principles of the Plan or our
understanding of the views of a majority of Odell residents, we have incorporated them into the
submitted Plan. For example, some small
adjustments have been made to the
boundaries of the settlement policy areas,
slightly reducing their size in Little Odell
and eastern Odell – see map. There was a
proposal to enhance the Design Codes
document, which is an Annex to the Plan,
so that it is more appropriate to a small
rural village, not a larger urban locality.
There were several suggested changes
which were not accepted, either because
they were site-specific points that would
be better addressed as part of a planning
application, or because they’d be
inconsistent with the policies within the
Plan.

If you have not already requested updates by e-mail and would like to do so, please register your
details on the Odell Neighbourhood Plan website at www.odellvillage.co.uk.
You can contact the Working Group by email: info@odellvillage.co.uk

What Happens Next?

Bedford Borough Council will arrange for the Plan to be publicised, under Regulation 16, giving a
further 6 weeks for people to comment on whether the Plan complies with the regulations. You will
be able to view the Plan and its supporting documents on the Borough website. During the 6-week
consultation, a printed copy can also be borrowed from Tony Roche, Parish Council Chairman, by
phoning 07786 850787 (between 9am and 6pm). The Borough will also appoint an independent
Examiner, in consultation with the Parish Council. Any submissions received during the Borough’s
Regulation 16 consultation are considered by the Examiner who is typically a planning expert or
inspector. They will check that Odell’s Plan complies with the regulations, that the correct
procedures have been followed and that there is evidence to support each of the Plan’s policies. The
Examiner may recommend some changes to the Plan before it goes forward for its public vote.
Everyone in Odell Parish who’s on the electoral role will be able to vote for or against the Plan, by
postal vote or in person at the village hall on the day of the vote. If over 50% of votes are in favour
then the Borough Council can ‘make’ the Plan and it then comes into legal force. All development
applications will then need to be fully compliant with the Plan before they can be approved.

Which Way Should I Vote?
How you vote is for you alone to decide. If a majority votes “Yes’ and the Plan comes into force, then
development will only be permitted in the three settlement policy areas, outlined in the Odell
Development Map on the previous page. Any new housing would have to meet a specific housing
need, such as 3-bed homes for families, and be in keeping with the character of the village. It would
also have to meet various other criteria, such as environmental impact and broadband access, as
specified in the policies within the Plan. If a majority votes ‘No’, then any development proposals for
Odell would be considered on the basis of the Government’s national planning policies and the
Borough’s Local Plan alone. Although the Parish Council would be asked to comment, Odell
residents’ views about the size, location and design of any new development, as outlined in the
Odell Neighbourhood Plan, would not have legal force in deciding whether or not a future planning
application should be approved. Whatever your views, it is very important that as many people as
possible vote, so that the outcome accurately reflects the views of the village.

Thank You & Best Wishes for 2022

The Working Group of seven residents that put the Plan together would
like to thank everyone who has contributed, by completing the
resident’s survey, taking part in a socially-distanced interview or
attending one of the Neighbourhood Plan events at the village hall. The
response from the people of Odell has been fantastic and this has
enabled us to produce a Plan that we believe truly reflects the views
and wishes of the residents of our delightful village. The Working Group
is also highly appreciative of the support and encouragement that the
Parish Council, led by Tony Roche, has provided over the last two years.
If you would like to know more about how the Plan evolved and the
benefits it provides to the village, please feel free to contact any of the
Working Group team: - Alison Barrett, Lynette Hall, Barry Halton,
Graham Mills, Helen Ricketts, Roger Shearsby and John Weaver. We
wish you a Happy New Year and all the very best for 2022.
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