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The UK left the EU on 31st January 2020. Under the UK-EU withdrawal agreement, a transition period ended on 31st
December 2020, during which time all EU law continued to apply to the UK. During the transition period the UK needed to
continue following domestic law that implements EU law, or directly applicable EU law that is given effect through the EUWA
2018. Beyond the transition period, the SEA Regulations, which previously implemented the requirements of the SEA Directive
in England, will continue to apply as before unless and until new legislation is introduced.
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Impact Assessment.
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http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/environmental-impact assessment/screening-schedule-2projects/interpretation-of-project-categories/
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Natural England (2017) Likelihood of Best and Most Versatile (BMV) Agricultural Land - Strategic scale map Eastern Region
(ALC020) http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6205542189498368?category=5208993007403008
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Date:
20 August 2021
Our ref: 364635
Your ref: Odell Neighbourhood Plan

Mr R Putt
Environmental Consultant, Impact Assessment, UK&I
ryan.putt@aecom.com
BY EMAIL ONLY

Hornbeam House
Crewe Business Park
Electra Way
Crewe
Cheshire
CW1 6GJ
T 0300 060 3900

Dear Mr Putt
SEA Screening Opinion for the Odell Neighbourhood Plan
Thank you for your consultation on the above dated and received by Natural England on 19 August
2021
Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the natural
environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future generations,
thereby contributing to sustainable development.
Screening Request: Strategic Environmental Assessment
It is our advice, on the basis of the material supplied with the consultation, that, in so far as our
strategic environmental interests (including but not limited to statutory designated sites, landscapes
and protected species, geology and soils) are concerned, that there are unlikely to be significant
environmental effects from the proposed plan.
Neighbourhood Plan
Guidance on the assessment of Neighbourhood Plans, in light of the Environmental Assessment of
Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (as amended), is contained within the National Planning
Practice Guidance. The guidance highlights three triggers that may require the production of an SEA,
for instance where:
area contains sensitive natural or heritage assets that may be affected by the
proposals in the plan
considered and dealt with through a sustainability appraisal of the Local Plan.
We have checked our records and based on the information provided, we can confirm that in our view
the proposals contained within the plan will not have significant effects on sensitive sites that Natural
England has a statutory duty to protect.
We are not aware of significant populations of protected species which are likely to be affected by the
policies / proposals within the plan. It remains the case, however, that the responsible
consultant/authority should provide information supporting this screening decision, sufficient to assess
whether protected species are likely to be affected.

Notwithstanding this advice, Natural England does not routinely maintain locally specific data on all
potential environmental assets. As a result the responsible authority should raise environmental issues
that we have not identified on local or national biodiversity action plan species and/or habitats, local
wildlife sites or local landscape character, with its own ecological and/or landscape advisers, local
record centre, recording society or wildlife body on the local landscape and biodiversity receptors that
may be affected by this plan, before determining whether an SA/SEA is necessary.
Please note that Natural England reserves the right to provide further comments on the environmental
assessment of the plan beyond this SEA/SA screening stage, should the responsible
authority/consultant seek our views on the scoping or environmental report stages. This includes any
third party appeal against any screening decision you may make.
For any new consultations, or to provide further information on this consultation please send your
correspondences to consultations@naturalengland.org.uk.
Yours sincerely
Joanne Widgery
Consultations Team

Chish olm Bat t en, N ick
Su bject:

FW: SEA Screening O pinion: O dell N eighb ourho od Plan, Bedford

From: James, Edward <Edward.James@HistoricEngland.org.uk>
Sent: 09 September 2021 11:11
To: Putt, Ryan <ryan.putt@aecom.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: SEA Screening Opinion: Odell Neighbourhood Plan, Bedford
Dear Mr Putt,
Thank you for inviting Historic England to comment on this consultation. As the Government’s adviser on the
historic environment Historic England is keen to ensure that the protection of the historic environment is fully taken
into account at all stages and levels of the local planning process. Therefore we welcome this opportunity to review
the Screening Report for this plan. For the purposes of this consultation, Historic England will confine its advice to
the question, “Is it (the Odell Neighbourhood Plan) likely to have a significant effect on the historic environment?”.
Our comments are based on the information supplied with the Screening Opinion.
The Screening Report concludes that the plan will not have any significant effects on the historic environment. We
note that the plan does not propose to allocate any sites for development.
On the basis of the information supplied, and in the context of the criteria set out in Schedule 1 of the
Environmental Assessment Regulations [Annex II of ‘SEA’ Directive], Historic England concurs with the report’s
conclusions that the preparation of a Strategic Environmental Assessment is not required.
The views of the other two statutory consultation bodies should be taken into account before the overall decision
on the need for an SEA is made.
I should be pleased if you can send a copy of the determination as required by REG 11 of the Environmental
Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004.
We should like to stress that this opinion is based on the information provided by you with your
correspondence. To avoid any doubt, this does not reflect our obligation to provide further advice on later stages of
the SEA process and, potentially, object to specific proposals which may subsequently arise (either as a result of this
consultation or in later versions of the plan) where we consider that, despite the SEA, these would have an adverse
effect upon the environment.
Historic England strongly advises that the conservation and archaeological staff of the relevant local authorities are
closely involved throughout the preparation of the plan and its assessment. They are best placed to advise on; local
historic environment issues and priorities, including access to data held in the Historic Environment Record (HER),
how the allocation, policy or proposal can be tailored to minimise potential adverse impacts on the historic
environment; the nature and design of any required mitigation measures; and opportunities for securing wider
benefits for the future conservation and management of heritage assets.
Please do contact me, either via email or the number below, if you have any queries.
Kind regards,
Edward

---------------------------------------------------Edward James
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Historic Places Adviser - East of England
Historic England
Direct Line: 01223 582 746
Mobile: 07833 718 273

Historic England
Brooklands | 24 Brooklands Avenue | Cambridge | CB2 8BU
www.historicengland.org.uk
Twitter: @HE_EoE
Are you an organisation that has used or considered using our Enhanced Advisory Services (EAS)?
Click the following link: SmartSurvey to take part in a short 10 minute review of our services if you’d like to
have your say.
We’d welcome your views.

Work with us to champion heritage and improve lives. Read our Future Strategy and get involved at
historicengland.org.uk/strategy.
Follow us: Facebook | Twitter | Instagram Sign up to our newsletter
This e-mail (and any attachments) is confidential and may contain personal views which are not the views of Historic England unless specifically stated. If
you have received it in error, please delete it from your system and notify the sender immediately. Do not use, copy or disclose the information in any way
nor act in reliance on it. Any information sent to Historic England may become publicly available. We respect your privacy and the use of your information.
Please read our full privacy policy for more information.

From: Putt, Ryan <ryan.putt@aecom.com>
Sent: 17 August 2021 14:17
To: Historic England EastofEngland <eastofengland@historicengland.org.uk>
Cc: Graham Mills <graham.s.mills@btinternet.com>; Chisholm-Batten, Nick <nick.chisholm-batten@aecom.com>
Subject: SEA Screening Opinion: Odell Neighbourhood Plan, Bedford
THIS IS AN EXTERNAL EMAIL: do not click any links or open any attachments unless you trust the sender
and were expecting the content to be sent to you
Dear Historic England,
Odell Parish Council is currently preparing a Neighbourhood Plan for the parish of Odell in Bedford Borough.
In association with the requirement for Neighbourhood Plans to demonstrate that they have met the relevant Basic
Conditions, please find attached a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Screening Opinion for the Odell
Neighbourhood Plan.
The attached Screening Opinion sets out the reasons for which it is considered that a full SEA process is not required
for the Odell Neighbourhood Plan in association with the requirements of the SEA Regulations. This is given that
there are unlikely to be significant environmental effects as a result of the Neighbourhood Plan.
On this basis, please could you confirm whether you agree with this screening determination.
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We look forward to receiving your response. If you could respond to this email address within 4 weeks of today (by
the 14th September 2021), we would be very grateful.
Best regards,
Ryan
Ryan Putt BSc (Hons), MSc, PIEMA
He/Him
Environmental Consultant, Impact Assessment, UK&I
D +44 (0)7920 230 367
ryan.putt@aecom.com
AECOM
aecom.com
Delivering a better world
LinkedIn | Twitter | Facebook | Instagram
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Chish olm Bat t en, N ick
Su bject:

FW: SEA Screening O pinion: O dell N eighb ourho od Plan, Bedford

From: Benn, Neville <neville.benn@environment-agency.gov.uk>
Sent: 23 August 2021 11:31
To: Putt, Ryan <ryan.putt@aecom.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] SEA Screening Opinion: Odell Neighbourhood Plan, Bedford
Dear Ryan
We agree with the conclusions that have been reached, that an SEA is not required.
Kind regards

Neville Benn
Senior Planning Advisor
Sustainable Places
East Anglia Area (West)
Environment Agency, Bromholme Lane, Brampton, Huntingdon, Cambs. PE28 4NE
Internal: 51906
External: 0203 0251906
Mobile: 07471 021540
neville.benn@environment-agency.gov.uk

From: Putt, Ryan [mailto:ryan.putt@aecom.com]
Sent: 17 August 2021 14:17
To: Enquiries, Unit <enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk>
Cc: Graham Mills <graham.s.mills@btinternet.com>; Chisholm-Batten, Nick <nick.chisholm-batten@aecom.com>
Subject: SEA Screening Opinion: Odell Neighbourhood Plan, Bedford
Dear Environment Agency,
Odell Parish Council is currently preparing a Neighbourhood Plan for the parish of Odell in Bedford Borough.
In association with the requirement for Neighbourhood Plans to demonstrate that they have met the relevant Basic
Conditions, please find attached a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Screening Opinion for the Odell
Neighbourhood Plan.
The attached Screening Opinion sets out the reasons for which it is considered that a full SEA process is not required
for the Odell Neighbourhood Plan in association with the requirements of the SEA Regulations. This is given that
there are unlikely to be significant environmental effects as a result of the Neighbourhood Plan.
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On this basis, please could you confirm whether you agree with this screening determination.
We look forward to receiving your response. If you could respond to this email address within 4 weeks of today (by
the 14th September 2021), we would be very grateful.
Best regards,
Ryan
Ryan Putt BSc (Hons), MSc, PIEMA
He/Him
Environmental Consultant, Impact Assessment, UK&I
D +44 (0)7920 230 367
ryan.putt@aecom.com
AECOM
aecom.com
Delivering a better world
LinkedIn | Twitter | Facebook | Instagram

Information in this message may be confidential and may be legally privileged. If you have received this message by
mistake, please notify the sender immediately, delete it and do not copy it to anyone else. We have checked this
email and its attachments for viruses. But you should still check any attachment before opening it. We may have to
make this message and any reply to it public if asked to under the Freedom of Information Act, Data Protection Act
or for litigation. Email messages and attachments sent to or from any Environment Agency address may also be
accessed by someone other than the sender or recipient, for business purposes.
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