
 

Odell Neighbourhood Plan Newsletter – May 2022 
 

Borough Consultation 
& Examiner’s Draft 
Report Completed 
 
 

Outcome of the Regulation 16 Consultation 
The Council has responsibility for taking Odell’s completed Neighbourhood Plan through its final 
stages, including the referendum. The first of these stages was a 6-week public consultation asking 
whether the Plan meets the relevant regulations, known as the Basic Conditions. By the closing date 
of 8th March, ten submissions had been received but none of these resulted in any change to the 
Plan. Most raised no specific issues. Two proposed changes to the boundaries of the new Settlement 
Policy Area in eastern Odell. These were not related to the Basic Conditions so could only have been 
considered at an earlier stage. One submission, on behalf of a local landowner, wrongly claimed that 
the Plan must allocate specific sites for housing development, based on the Housing Needs 
Assessment of 18 new homes over ten years. It proposed building 5 houses on land behind 80-88 
High Street. The Borough Council and our Planning Consultant both confirmed that there is no 
requirement for Odell’s Plan to allocate specific sites. The Parish Council has written to the 
landowners’ agent explaining this, and that their proposed site doesn’t meet the Plan’s policies for 
infill development. The site is also part of a protected village open space where no development is 
permitted under the Borough’s existing Local Plan 2030. 
 

Independent Examiner Appointed 
The Borough and Parish Councils together agreed on the appointment of an independent examiner. 
They chose Wendy Burden BA (Hons) DipTP MRTPI, an experienced planning inspector who has 
previously examined the Neighbourhood Plans for Sharnbrook, Turvey, Bletsoe and several other 
localities. Wendy began work at the end of March and visited Odell on 7th April. The Borough and 
Parish Councils received her initial report, for fact checking, on 22nd April. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

If you have not already requested updates by e-mail and would like to do so, please register your 
details on the Odell Neighbourhood Plan website at www.odellvillage.co.uk. 

 
You can contact the Working Group by email: info@odellvillage.co.uk 

We are here!

Parish Council 
decides to go 

ahead

Neighbourhood
Area 

designation

Launch event 
1st-2nd 

November

Working group 
formed

Grant funding 
awarded Website set up Housing needs 

survey
Housing data 

analysed

Develop 
Neighbourhood
questionnaire

Local 
consultation 

events  on issues 
of local interest 

Bring together 
all input into an 

Issues Report

Strategic 
Environmental 

Report 
required?

Consult and 
build consensus 

with nearby 
parishes

New housing -
sites identified if 

required

Assess & consult 
residents on 

sites identified

Green 
infrastructure 
plan produced

River 
management and 

flooding issues 
considered

Policies drafted
Draft plan 

consultation 
Regulation 14

Basic Conditions 
consultation 

Regulation 16

Independent 
examiner 
selected

Draft Plan 
examined and 

approved
Odell votes to 

approve the Plan
Neighbourhood 
Plan comes into 

force

August 
2019

July 
2022

Watercolour by Tricia Hudson 



 
Examiner’s Recommendations 
The examiner has carefully reviewed all of the Plan documents submitted in January. She has also 
considered the ten Regulation 16 submissions. Her role is to identify whether the Plan meets the 
Basic Conditions or whether any changes are needed so that it does comply with the regulations. 
She has recommended that we make a small number of changes. All but one of these are minor 
revisions to the text, which the Parish Council is happy to accept. One change is more substantial – 
relating to the two newly-defined areas in Little Odell and eastern Odell where infill development 
would be acceptable. These are called Settlement Policy Areas (SPAs) in the Plan. The examiner has 
said the two proposed new areas don’t meet the criteria, defined in the Borough Council’s 
Allocations and Designations Plan 2013, to be called SPAs. However, infill development there would 
be acceptable under the Local Plan 2030’s Policy 7S. We’ve therefore asked for advice from our 
planning consultant and discussed the matter with Bedford Borough. We expect to be able to 
resolve this technical point by referring to Policy 7S which, with local support, would allow infill 
development within the built-up areas of Little Odell and eastern Odell, as well as the existing SPA in 
the centre of Odell. An updated version of the Plan with these changes would then be ready to go 
forward to a referendum vote of Odell’s registered electors. The examiner has decided that only 
people living within the Parish will be eligible to vote in the referendum. She could have included 
others just outside the Parish if she thought the Plan would have a significant effect on them too. 
 
Next Steps 
The remaining two stages for the Borough Council to arrange are the referendum on the Plan, which 
we anticipate will take place in the first half of July. If the village votes ‘Yes’ for the Plan, the Borough 
Council would then bring the Plan into force and it will be ‘made’. If a majority of those voting say 
‘No’ then the policies and protections in the Plan would not take effect. 
 
Platinum Jubilee Events 
The Village Hall Committee, supported by the Parish Council, is arranging a series of events to 
celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee over the extended Bank Holiday weekend – Thursday 2nd to 
Sunday 5th June. There will be a coffee morning at the village hall, from 10am to 1pm on Saturday 4th 
June where members of the Neighbourhood Plan working group will be interviewing a number of 
long-standing residents about their recollections of life in Odell over the 70 years of the Queen’s 
reign and before. Do come along to hear what they have to say. The main event 
will be a street party in Horsefair Lane on Sunday 5th June, from 12.30pm. 
 
In earlier years, Parishioners of Odell produced three booklets giving a Pictorial 
History of Odell from 1860 to 1990. There was also a Millennium booklet 
published in 2000. Building on all of the research, investigations and development activities for the 
Neighbourhood Plan, the team is generating a digital archive that will document and record for 
posterity the ongoing developments and events in Odell during the period 1990 to 2022. 
 
At the coffee morning on Saturday 4th June there will also be a ‘digital capture desk’ where you can 
bring along any books, photos, maps and other Odell memorabilia to be scanned or photographed 
on the spot. You won’t have to loan them out. They will be added to the Odell Digital Archive, which 
is being created online. 
 
 
 
 

If you have not already requested updates by e-mail and would like to do so, please register your 
details on the Odell Neighbourhood Plan website at www.odellvillage.co.uk. 

 
You can contact the Working Group by email: info@odellvillage.co.uk 


